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NORTH EAST ACCOUNTANCY AWARDS 2019

ON June 27, the 13th North East Accountancy 
Awards – sponsored by Nigel Wright Recruit-
ment – gathered together the best of the 
North East finance community to share their 
successes and achievements of the past year 
in a night of great celebration.

Organised by Echo Events & Association 
Management, the evening celebrated a range 
of talented teams and individuals, with 
awards for Accounting Technician of the Year 
through to Finance Director of the Year 
illustrating excellence at both ends of the 
career spectrum. 

The awards shone the spotlight on not only 
the incredible array of talented accountancy 
firms in the region, but also the impressive 
work from in-house finance teams such as 
the winner of Business Finance Team of the 
Year – Hitachi Rail Ltd and winner of Public 
Services Finance Team of the Year – North-
umbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust. 

Deloitte once again showed their skill in 
taxation walking away with the award for Tax 
Team of the Year and Rising Star Tax Adviser 
of the Year which was awarded to Andy Jacott. 

Newcastle City Council celebrated a win 
when Lucy Glister-Byers scooped Rising Star 
Accountant of the Year and it was an equally 
good night for IAM Property’s Ross Patterson 
who walked away with Accounting Techni-
cian of the Year. 

Nick Wilson, from Robson Laidler, was 
crowned Accountant of the Year and Paul 
Gibson from ZyroFisher was delighted to 
receive the award for Finance Director of the 
Year. 

The Corporate Finance Deal of the Year 
went to KPMG for their adviser role to the 
Royal Institute of British Architects on its 
partnership with Lloyds Development Capital 
to support growth of subsidiary NBS.

The much sought-after Firm of the Year 
awards started with the category for firms 
with less than 50 employees which was 
awarded for the second year running to 
Leathers the Accountants. Firm of the Year 
between 51 and 200 employees went to the 

team at Bailey Group while Deloitte scored a 
hat trick with Firm of the Year over 200 
employees. 

The evening finished with the John Wall 
Award for Outstanding Achievement which 
was presented to Nigel Mills for his significant 
contribution to the region. 

Justin Barlow, marketing director at Nigel 
Wright Recruitment said: “Nigel Wright 
Recruitment is proud to have been a sponsor 
of the North East Accountancy Awards for the 
past 12 years. The quality of individuals and 
teams showcased at the event highlights the 
great financial leadership that exists in the 
region. It leaves us confident that the North 
East remains in a strong position for the 
future.”

Claire Westgate, director at Echo Events 
said: “This year’s awards was a fantastic night 

of celebration. The room was packed to the 
rafters with over 400 finance and business 
professionals in attendance. We received 
more nominations than ever before and the 
quality of entrants was exceptionally high. 
We’re honoured to be able to deliver this 
event each year and celebrate the wealth of 
talent in the finance sector in the North East.” 

The evening, hosted by BBC Radio Newcas-
tle presenter Alfie Joey, was a glittering affair 
at the Hilton Newcastle Gateshead. Guests 
enjoyed a three-course meal and after dinner 
entertainment from ‘That Mind Reader Guy’ 
Kennedy. The evening also raised money for 
the Graham Wylie Foundation of which 100% 
goes towards its fantastic causes. 

For a full list of winners and finalists, as 
well as photos from the evening, visit www.
accountancyawards.co.uk 

Event celebrates best 
of finance community

 >The 13th North East 
Accountancy Awards 
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The value of investments and income arising from them may fall as well as rise and you might get back less than you originally invested.

Rathbone Investment Management Limited is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.

“An investment in 
knowledge pays 
the best interest”
Benjamin Franklin

Rathbones is one of the UK’s leading 
providers of investment management 
services to private clients, charities  
and trusts.

Whether you are saving for your children’s 
education or your own retirement, we 
provide a personalised investment 
management service designed to meet 
your individual requirements.

For more details, please contact 
James Kyle on 0191 255 1440

 rathbones.com
 @Rathbones1742
 Rathbone Brothers Plc

NORTH EAST ACCOUNTANCY AWARDS 2019
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WEALTH MANAGEMENT

INVESTMENT PLANNING | RETIREMENT PLANNING | PROTECTION

ACCESS TO SPECIALIST BANKING AND LENDING | CORPORATE

T: 0191 261 6400  |  E: broadcharepartners@sjpp.co.uk  |  www.broadcharepartners.co.uk

The Partner Practice is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc 
(which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth 

management products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. 
The ‘St James’s Place Partnership’ and the titles ‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe 

St. James’s Place representatives. Broad Chare Partners is a trading name of Broad Chare Partnership LLP.

SENIOR PARTNER PRACTICE OF 

NORTH EAST ACCOUNTANCY AWARDS 2019
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For ICAEW it is important to celebrate finance 
professionals for their vital contribution to 
business and the wider economy and to reward 
those individuals and organisations that are 
currently leading the field.
Congratulations to all this year’s finalists - truly 
leaders to admire.

We celebrate the achievements of the 
region’s best performing and inspirational 
finance professionals, young financial talent 
and the key advisers supporting businesses.

icaew.com

NORTH EAST ACCOUNTANCY AWARDS 2019
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AN accountancy firm that started 
nine years ago as one small office has 
won a major award. Bailey Group 
Chartered Accountants are celebrat-
ing after scooping a regional honour 
at a glittering ceremony in Gates-
head.

They beat tough competition to 
claim the award for ‘Firm of the Year 
between 51-200 employees’ at the 
annual North East Accountancy 
Awards on June 27 at the Hilton Hotel 
Gateshead. The awards celebrate the 
best of the accountancy profession in 
the North East. 

The award comes after the launch 
of their unique Making Tax Digital 
solution and a period of huge growth 
for the Bailey Group, who are one of 
the largest independent accountancy 
practices in the North East. 

The firm that originally started as a 
single practice in Peterlee, have now 
expanded with offices in Redcar, 
Sedgefield, Gateshead, Consett, 
Ilkley and St Albans. They have 
continued to grow throughout the 
year acquiring two new practices and 
expanding their team of staff to more 
than 70.

The firm has undergone a com-
plete rebrand. This includes the 
launch of two new mobile-friendly 

websites alongside the implementa-
tion of their brand-new Making Tax 
Digital solution to increase efficiency 
for their clients, and allow the firm to 
currently offer the lowest book 
keeping price on the market.

Bailey Group recently burst 
through the £4m turnover mark and 
has seen client numbers 
grow by more than 40% over 
the past 12 months. 

The Firm of the Year 
award recognises the 
firm that has helped 
clients add value 
and raise 
their 
competitive 
advantage 
over the past 
12-months, 
whilst 
delivering excellent levels of client 
service. The award also includes how 
Bailey Group sets itself apart from its 
competitors and how they provide a 
positive working environment for 
staff members.

Chris Bailey, CEO of Bailey Group 
Chartered Accountants said: “We are 
delighted to receive this award, we 
have worked really hard over the past 
couple of years to grow the group and 

it’s fantastic to receive regional 
recognition. We work with a lot of 
businesses in the North East and are 
delighted to be an advocate for 
businesses in our region.”

“This award is a testament to the 
hard work our staff have put in over 
the past year. Our innovative use of 

new technology, alongside our 
Scan Van and a growth strategy 

of organic client development 
combined with acquisitions, 

has demonstrated the 
group’s tenacity in the 

industry. We work 
tirelessly to 
help 
customers 
grow and 
evolve, and 
we look 
forward to 

helping our clients for years to come.”
“This award is an addition to the 

Fastest Growing Firm Award that we 
won last year at the IRIS awards.”

The firm’s victory comes mainly 
from their most recent Making Tax 
Digital solution. Making Tax Digital is 
one of the biggest changes account-
ancy has seen in a decade. They have 
created a unique solution involving a 
Scan Van and a mobile app to help 

you manage your accounts from your 
fingertips. 

Bailey Group works closely with all 
of their clients to learn about their 
business and offer a bespoke, 
personal service that is professional, 
unique and proactive. They have 
recently been shortlisted at the 
British Accountancy Awards for 

Mid-Tier Innovation of the Year 
turnover between £3m-£25m. The 
award ceremony will be taking place 
on September 25 in London.

If you would like to find out more 
about Bailey Group’s services or  
their unique Making Tax Digital 
solution visit their website on www.
baileygroup.co.uk 

Bailey Group receive regional 
recognition with major award

 >Bailey Group Chartered 
Accountants win big at  the 
awards ceremony

 >A happy client 
pictured above after 
receiving a visit from 
the scan van
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